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PHILIP. iii. 7. 8. 


But what things were gain to me, theſe I count- 
ed loſs for Chriſt: Yea doubtleſs and I count 
all things but loſs, for the excellency of 
the knowledge" of wn Jeſus my Lord, for 
whom 1 have juffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may 


win. Chriſt. 


. Paul having laid it down as an eſ- 
US ſential part of the character of a ſin- 
| 2 cere chriſtian, That he worſhipped God 

18 N in the Spirit, with inward affection and ver. 3. 
purity of heart, that be rejoiced in Cbriſt 
Feſus, in the invaluable priviledges in which he 
was intereſted through the knowledge of and faith 
in him, and had no confidence in the fleſh, placed no 
dependence for acceptance and ſalvation on thoſe 
ritual external obſervances of the law, which were 
mere bodily operations; gives in this remarkable 
paſſage an account of the high value he had for 
chriſtianity himſelf, and the bleſſings attending it, 
and of the ſtrong and paſſionate deſire that poſ- 
ſeſſed him, of ſecuring to hiniſelf an intereſt in 

them. What things were gain to me, theſe I counted 

loſs for Chriſt: The things. I once eſteemed my 
greateſt glory and advantage, the priviledges I 
once yalued myſelf on he poſſeſſion of, theſe I 
have 


. 5 
have counted loſs for Chriſt ; am fo far from look 
ing on myſelf as a gainer by them, as that if -I 
forſook the goſpel foundation of hope, and truſt- 
ed to and depended on theſe only for juſtification 
and life; I know I ſhould hereby become an un- 
ſpeakable looſer. Yea doubtleſs I alſo count all 
things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt Feſus my Lord. In ſpeaking to theſe 
words, I fhall | 


I. Shew you wherein this knowledge of Chriſt 
conſiſts, . 


II. Set before you the unparallelled excellency 
of it. 
III. Apply it ſuitable to the preſent occaſion. 


I. I am to ſhew you what that knowledge of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of. In general it implies, the knowledge of eve- 
ry thing revealed by Chriſt, and revealed concerning 
Him. 

1. It implies the knowledge of all thoſe great 
and intereſting truths, which have been revealed 
by Chriſt, either ſuch as were wholly unknown 
before, or but partially underſtood, or blended 
with miſtakes of importance, or attended with 
great uncertainty and doubt, and which as clearly 
taught, either by his own perſonal inſtructions on 
earth, or by his apoſtles after him, under his di- 
rection, and by the inſpiration of that ſpirit of 
truth, which for this purpoſe he liberally commu- 


nicated to them, may well be termed the peculiar 
doftrines of the goſpel. 


„ 


1. And here, as the great object of all religion 
is the infinitely perfect God, the Creator, Pro- 
prietor, Lord and Governour of the worlds vi- 
ſible and inviſible, the knowledge of him is in- 


cluded 


. 


who hath ſhone into our hearts, to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the glory, or the glorious know- 
ledge of God, in the face, or by the perſon of Fe- 


cluded in the knowledge of Chriſt. For *tis God, 2 Cor. 
who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, iv. 6. 


ſus Chriſt. Our Lord tells us; all things are deli- Matt. xi. 
vered to me of my Father, and no man knows the 27. 


Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Fa- 
ther, ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 
will reveal him. For though the heavens declare 
his glory, and the firmament ſhews his handy 
work, and his eternal power and godhead may be 
clearly collected from the things that are made; 
yet it is the doctrine of Chriſt alone that can lead 
us to form thoſe juſt ſentiments of him, that are 
of the higheſt importance to us, and neceſſary to 
direct us into the way of our duty and happineſs. 

And how great and intereſting are the diſcove- 
ries made concerning God by the doctrine of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in how glorious and ami- 
able a light is he hereby repreſented to us! It not 
only eſtabliſhes that great truth of his being the 
univerſal Creator, but informs us of what the 
light of reaſon could never have traced out, that 
by his word he created all things that are in heaven 
and in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones or dominions, or principalities or powers; 
ſo that without him was not any thing made, that 
was made. It aſſerts the reality and conſtancy of 
his providence, that its extent is univerſal, to e- 
very object that exiſts, the fowls of the air, the 
graſs of the field, our very ſtature, and the hairs 
of our head, and to every kind of event that can 
happen throughout the whole creation; and de- 
ſcribes it1as particularly watchful over and friend- 
ly to the ſincerely religious and good. Ir ſets be- 
fore us the perfections of his nature in the nobleſt 
view; cloaths him with the majeſty of an un- 


B 2 ſpotted 


1 Cor. ii. 


— 
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ſpotted holyneſs, makes juſtice and judgment the 
habitation of his throne, and dwells peculiarly on 


the riches of his grace, his tender compaſſions, 


and never failing mercies towards ſinful man, 


reconciling his hatred of ſin with the grant of 


ardon to the ſinner, and repreſenting his righte- 
duſneſs, ſo as that both characters may unite in 
him, of being juſt, and the juſlifier of the ſinner 
that believes in ; Feſus. 
And as there is nothing of greater importance 
to us, than the knowledge of the purpoſes of 
God, relating to the ſtate of ſinners, and his own 
conduct towards them; as this is that part of 
knowledge which 'tis impoſſible ſhould be attain- 
ed to, without immediate revelation from himſelf; 
ſo 'tis the peculiar glory of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
that it gives us the cleareſt inſtructions concerning 
it, and diſcovers to us thoſe eternal counſels and 
reſolutions of God, upon which all the the inter- 
eſts of our ſuture eternal exiſtence depend. For 
by this we are informed in the nature of that 
wiſdom of God, that. was hidden in a myſtery, con- 
concealed in the impenetrable counſels of God, 
as a myſterious ſecret from the princes and great 
ones of the earth, which neither the Jewiſh prieſts 
and rulers were acquainted with, nor any of the 
kings, philoſophers and wiſe men amongſt the 
Gentiles were ever initiated into, but which God © 
ordained before the world was to the glory of the apo- 
files, i. e. purpoſed to reveal to them, to do ho- 
nour to their miſſion and miniſtry; and by them 
to all, who ſhould believe and receive their goſpel ; 
which purpoſe he formed before the foundations 
of the world. And the wiſdom which God thus 
determined to reveal, conſiſted in the knowledge 
of his eternal counſels, relating to the election of 
ſinners to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the 
ſpirit, and belief of the truth; their ieee 
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by grace through faith; their adoption as child- 
ren into the family of God; their having redemp- 
tion through the blood of Chriſt, even the for- 
giveneſs of ſins, according to thoſe riches of the 
grace of God, wherein he hath abounded to- 
wards us in all wiſdom and prudence; their be- 
ing ſealed with the holy ſpirit of promiſe, as the 
earneſt of their inheritance, until the redemption 
of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his 
glory ; the gathering together, in the diſpenſation 
of the fulneſs of time, all things in one, even in 
Chriſt, the things in heaven, and thoſe on earth, 
the angels of God, and the believing Jewsand Gen- 
tiles on earth, conſtituting them one family and 
houſhold, united in Chriſt as their common head; 
the high. and heavenly hope to which he hath cal- 
led us, thoſe riches of glory which he will here- 
after beſtow upon his ſaints, as their final and diſ- 
tinguiſhing inheritance ; and the mighty power 
which he will hereafter. exert, in, raiſing them 
from the dead, and making them pertakers of life 
and immortality ; and finally, that indignation 
and wrath, that tribulation and anguiſh, that ſhall 
be the portion of all the unbelieving and impeni- 
tent part of mankind, when as the conſequence 
of an impartial judgment before the tribunal of 
Chriſt, hey ſhall be puniſhed with an everlaſting de- 

frrufion from the preſence of the Lord, and How the 
glory of bis power. 

And that no part of knowledge might be want- 
ing, any way uſeful and neceſſary to us, either for 
the comfort of our minds, or the direction of our 
conduct; by this knowledge of Chriſt, we far- 
ther underſtand the nature of that genuine and 
acceptable worſhip in ſpirit and in truth, which is 
due to God, and which he requires, and as to 
which the world was in a ſtate of the deepeſt 
poſſible ignorance z placing it wholly in external 


pomp 


— 
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| pomp and ceremony, in ſplendid offerings and 


coſtly ſacrifices, in uſeleſs ſuperſtitions, in abſurd 


and impious idolatries, in every thing but that 


wherein it really conſiſted, and which alone could 
be available in the ſight of God. But the know- 


ledge of Chriſt baniſhes all theſe kinds of pa- 


geantries and impieties from the houſe of God, 
conſecrates the man himſelf into a temple and ha- 
bitation of God through the ſpirit, ſanctifies the 
heart into a pure and worthy altar, demands 


the immediate attendance of our nobleſt powers, 


as the ſacred miniſters that are to bring all our of- 
ferings to God, calls for the exerciſe of the beſt 
and devouteſt affections to accompany us to the 
throne of grace, points out the ſacrifices we are - 
to preſent before it, thoſe ſpiritual and truly noble 
ones of prayer and praiſe, of broken and contrite 
hearts, of righteouſneſs, benevolence and charity, 
with which God is well pleaſed ; thus rendering 
the worſhip of God ſimple and unmixed, as the 
ſimplicity of his being, rational and ſpiritual as 
his nature, and pure and uncorrupt as his own 
infinite and adorable rectitude. 

And what is cloſely connected with this farther 
is, that the knowledge of Chriſt includes in it 
the knowledge of the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God, in every neceſſary and im- 
portant article of our duty, in the whole extent 
and compaſs of it. For the goſpel revelation 
places God at the head of the whole reaſonable 
creation, repreſents all men, of every nation, rank 
and condition, as the immediate ſubjects of his 
kingdom and government, declares his will to be 
the ſupream rule and meaſure of their conduct, 
and ſets before them in a clear and comprehenſive 
view, every thing that he requires of them, and 
what he would have them to do, in order to the 
perfection of their nature, and to create and 

| ſtrengthen 


(27 | 
ſtrengthen in them the neceſſary diſpoſition for 
their final happineſs. So that there 1s no relation, 
or Circumſtance of life, in which we are to act 
as accountable creatures, and upon our right con- 
duct in which the divine approbation hath any 
dependence, in which the knowledge of Chriſt 
* teach us to behave with a becoming pro- 
priety and dignity, and in which it doth not diſ- 
cover to us the duties reſulting from them, and 
expected by God from us. So that by the know- 
ledge of Chriſt we learn the whole ſcheme of 
God's moral conduct towards men, in the diſ- 
penſations of his mercy and juſtice towards them, 
throughout the whole extent of their duration; 
what they are to believe, how they are to act in 
the preſent life, what they have to hope, what to 
fear, how they ſhall be diſpoſed of, and what 
great events await them in the world to come, 
from the pleaſure and reſolutions of God that 
made them. And undoubtedly, this is one of the 
principal circumſtances that enhances the value of 
this knowledge of Chriſt, in that wherever it 
dwells, it gives the cleareſt view of this moſt glo- 
rious and excellent being, repreſents him to our 
minds in the pureſt light, and in ſo perſpicuous a 
glory, in every part of his character which, in du- 
ty or intereſt, we are concerneg to underſtand, as 
tends to raiſe in us the higheſt reverence and fear, 
the warmeſt gratitude and affection to him, the 
moſt pleaſing hope and confidence. in him, the 
moſt abſolute ſubmiſſion of ſoul to his pleaſure, 
the moſt fervent deſires after him, and the ſtrong- 
eſt ambition of being approved and accepted by 
him; and in a word, all thoſe ſacred and worthy 
ſentiments, affections and diſpoſitions of genuine 
and undiſſembled piety, in which the life and power 
of real godlineſs conſiſt, and which are — 

wy 


Juvenal, 
Sat. II. 
v. 27. 


68. 
ſibly neceſſary preparations for our future admiſſi- 
on into his preſence and glory. But, 
2. Another part of very uſeful knowledge, that 
we may gather by the knowledge of Chriſt, is the 
knowledge of ourſelves. This part of ſcience was 
by the antient ſages thought of that importance, 
as that the maxim; Know thyſelf, was ſaid to have 
deſcended from heaven, and ſo to carry in it the 
force even of a divine command. And indeed 
what can be more neceſſary, ſince he who is deſ- 
titute of this part of knowledge, can' ſcarce'be 
ſaid rightly to underſtand any thing elſe, maſt 
want the diſpoſition neceſſary to diſcharge the 
moſt eſſential duties of his being, muſt be igno- 
rant of his higheſt intereit and happineſs, and a 
ſtranger to the moſt effectual methods of obtain- 


ing it. Wouldſt thou therefore be well acquaint- 


ed with thyſelf, and know whence, and what thou 
art, what is the deſign of thy being, what the 
proper uſe of thy reaſonable powers and faculties, 
what thy duration, and for what future exiſtence 
intended; learn of Chriſt, ſubmit: to him as thy 
inſtructor, and draw thy information from that 
pure and uncorrupted ſource of truth, which he 
hath opened for thy benefit. Hence thou wilt 
learn, what nothing elſe can teach thee, and ſee 
thyſelf in that clear, and impartial light, in which 
nothing beſides can repreſent thee. 

Here we learn, that man's original was fram 
God, who formed his body out of the duſt, and 
breathed into him a reaſonable and immortal ſpi- 
rit, and that therefore we are in our intire com- 
poſition his offspring; and that therefore God's 


property in us is ſupream and unalterable, and. 
that we ought not to arrogate to ourſelves any 


right of ſelt-diſpoſal, contrary to and inconſiſtent 
with his primary and unalienable right in us. 


Here 
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Here we are informed of the original ſtate of 
Honour and happineſs, in which God at firſt cre- 
ated man; that he was made after the image of 
God, in the excellent powers of his reaſonable 
nature, and in a ſtate of moral perfection and ree- 
titude, and on both theſe accounts but a little 
lower than the angels; that he was formed on 
purpoſe for and capable of converſe and commu- 
nion with God, the knowledge of his perfections, 
the contemplation of his works, the exalted ſer- 
vices of piety and true goodneſs, the honour of 
his approbation, the ſatisfactions that ariſe from 
the conſciouſneſs of pleaſing him; and the ſupream 
happineſs that flows from his acceptance and favour. 
Hence alſo we are acquainted with the fall of 
man, the genuine cauſes of it, and the miſery in- 
to which he hath brought himſelf as the conſe- 
quence of it; the goſpel revelation tracing it up 
to its proper original, the common parents of the 
human race, and ſhewing that it was from them 
propagated in its dreadful effects throughout their 
whole poſterity. It diſcovers to us the immedi 
ate effect of the original lapſe, in the loſs of the 
divine favour, the corruption of their nature, the 
forfeiture of life, and their excluſion from that 
happy manſton jn which God their former at firft 
placed them. bf HG 1-09 ed 
It repreſents to us the univerſal ſpread of this 
corruption throughout all their deſcendants, in 
their intemperate paſſions, their diſordered affec- 
tions, their criminal habits, and their numerous 
offences againſt God; by means of which the 
glory is departed from them, the image of God 
defaced, an impotence; inability, and even diſaf- 
fection and hatred to what is good contracted and 
ſtrengthened, the high diſpleaſure of God incur- 
red, and all men become liable to the dreadful 


ſentence of condemnation and death; a condition 


C this, 
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this, out of which no created power and wiſdom 
could ever extricate us, or prevent the unhappy 


fruits and effects of. 


But it is our comfort, that Wengen of 
Chriſt leads us to the knowledge of ourſelves, 
not only in the cauſes, nature and greatneſs of 
our. miſery, but in the moſt. effectual means of 
our recovery and ſalvation from it, and reſtorati- 
on to all the forfeited priviledges of our nature; 
how we may ariſe out of the corruption and death 
of ſin, break off the habits, and ſhake off the 
dominion of it, overcome all temptations: to com- 
mit it, recover our; 'impaired ſtrength and ability 
to that which is good, regain that image of God 
tn knowledge, righteouſneſs and true holineſs, that 
fin hath defaced, and that capacity for the origi» 


nal happineſs that {in hath deſtroyed z and in con- 


{quence of this, how we may eſcape the con- 
demnation of ſin, guard ourſelves againſt all the 
effects of the divine diſpleaſure, be reſtored to 
peace and friendſhip with our offended God, in- 
tereſted in him as our reconciled God and Father, 
ſecure our recovery from death, obtain a reſur- 
rection to forfeited life, and find out a firm and 
ſubſtantial title to immortal life and bleſſedneſs. 
As the goſpel revelation faithfully repreſents to 
us on the one hand, the miſery of our condition 
by ſin, without flattering our pride, humouring 
our prejudices, or palliating the real ſtate of our 
caſe; as it gives in a clear and honeſt mirrour, 
our true image, and genuine picture as ſinners; 
ſo on. the other, thanks be to the riches of the 
grace of God, it as faithfully and clearly points 


out to us, how we may be ſaved from this com- 


plicated ruin, and reinveſted with all the glori- 
ous and incorruꝑtible priviledges of the children of 
God. Indeed the great intention of Chriſt's doc- 
trine, in convinging us of fan, is to n us 
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of it, and it ſhews us our miſe- 
Y only to render us duly folicitous to eſcape it. 
And in this view even the diſcovery of wretched. 
neſs is a fubſtantial benefit, nor can any one re- 
pine at being ſhewn the deepneſs of his ruin, when 
that convlction is kindly intended only as a neceſ- 
fary mean, to render him feriouſly concerned what 
ke muſt do to be fav el. 
And as that falvation is the moſt valuable in 
itſelf, and moſt worthy our regard and purſuit, 
which points out to us our chief good and high- 
eſt happineſs, tis a farther proof of the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Chrift, that it leads us 
to the moſt certain knowledge of this important 
article, what is the end of our being, and 
wherein the true felicity of our nature conſiſts ; 
not in things viſible and temporal, earthly rich- 
es, ſecular honour and power, ſenſual. pleaſures 
and gratifications, nor any thing that relates mere- 
ly to our bodies, and the tranſitory intereſts of 
them, the preſent world, and the precarious ad- 
vantages and bleſſings it affords us; but in ſuch 
as relate to our ſpiritual and incorruptible prin - 
ciple, arè capable of ſatisfying" its defires; ſup- 
plying its wants, feeding its pleaſures, and be- 
coming to it a perpetual and incorruptible* ſource 
of good; and that therefore the ſoul muſt riſe 
above all created perfection, terminate its" views 
and beſt affections on the living and eternal God, 
ehooſe and reſt in him as its only inheritanee and 
felicity, who is the indefectible fountain, the e- 
verflowing ſpring, the incorruptible original of all 
perfection and bleſſedneſs, and derive its proper 
fatis faction, its ultimate felicity and ſupream hap- 
pineſs from the contemplation of his glory, -an' 
aſſiulation to his purity, an admiſſion into his 
preſence, and the everlaſting enjoyment of him 
as its portion and „ great reward. 
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oh excellent and deſirable knowledge I the mers 

ebandize of which is better than the merchandize of 

luer, and the gain thereof than of fine gold; with- 

out which all other-parts of ſcience are but uſeleſs 

ſpeculations, and unprofitable amuſements, that | 

neither thoroughly poliſh the mind, nor in the 
J 
| 


moſt 'uſeful inſtances; improve it, that can open 

no ſources of ſolid pleaſure, furniſh it- only with 

precatious and deluſive ſatisfactions, too often 

inſpire: vanity, ſelf-ſufficiency, preſumption and 

pride, introduce falſe hopes, and inſecure depen- 

dences, but miniſter little or nothing to the ge- 

nuine perfection of our nature, or to encreaſe | 

and ſtrengthen the proper and neceſſary. diſpoſiti- | 

on for true happineſs. But to know human na- | 

ture and ourſelves, as the knowledge of Chriſt | 
| 
| 
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repreſents us, is to underſtand ourſelves as we 

| really are, to have a clear view of our. condition 

| void of all art and diſguiſe, and in a word to be 

informed of every thing relating to ourſelves, 

that is neceſſary to teach us to /b1nk ſoberly of our 

character and condition, to guard us againſt the 

| foibles and imperfections that encompaſs us, to 

| lead us to act in every inſtance of our conduct 
| with the trueſt propriety and dignity, to direct | 
8 us into the view of our own beſt intereſt, to ani- f 

| mate us in the purſuit of it, and raiſe in us the 

moſt grateful ſentiments towards that kind and 

generous friend, to ' whoſe miniſtry we owe the 

clear diſcoveries of all: thoſe facred- truths, that 

are ſo ornamental and beneficial to all who are 

enlightned with them, and with whom to be ac- 

quainted comprehends in it every other part of 

neceſſary knowledge, and leads to the moſt du - 

John xvii. rable and valuable felicity. For this is life eternal, 

3- ſays our Lord himſelf, to know thee. the only true 

God, and - Jeſus Chriſt wham thou haſt ſent. And, 
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2. To the ſecond thing, which is to conſider 
this knowledge of Chriſt, as it reſpects himſelf, 
and regards him perſonally. as the immediate object 
of it. That the apoſtle includes this as a princi- 
pal branch of the knowledge of Chriſt, is evident 


from what he immediately adds: That I may be ver. g. 


found in him, not having my own righteouſneſs which 
is of rhe law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith; 
that I may know him, and the power of bis reſur- 
reftion, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being 
made conformable to his death ;, if by any means I 
might attain unto the reſurrefion of the dead. And 
indeed this part of the knowledge of Chriſt is ſo 
neceſlary, as that nothing elſe in chriſtjanity can 
be thoroughly underitood without it; every part 
of the ſcheme of redemption having a reference 
to him, and being carried on and to be finally 
perfected by his mediation, 
Now this knowledge conſiſts in the right ap- 
prehenſion of the original eſſential dignity and 
glory of his perſon, his being from the beginning 
as the word with God, and himſelf God, with and 
by and from him, the brightneſs of his Father's 


* 


glory, and the expreſs image of bis perſon, in the 
form of God, and inveſted with a divine glory in 
his boſom, and in the neareſt. union with him 
from before the foundation of the world, — | 


creating all things that are in heaven and that are in 


earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 


or dominions, or principalities and powers, infomuch 
that without him was not any thing made that 
was made; and therefore being himſelf before all 
things, and all things conſiſting by him, and being 
upbeld by the word of his power; by all which de- 
ſcriptions he is himſelf evidently exempted from 
the rank and condition of a creature; ſince — 
279% & 72 Wno 
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who was from the beginning, the \ begotten 
of the Father, before alt ther 5 1 the 
maker of every thing that was made, could not 
be one of thoſe things, which were produced af- 
ter hien, and that were created by him. And this 


conſideration of his divine glory, and the eſſen- 


tial dignity of his perſon, throws an importance 
and majeſty on the whole chriſtian ſcheme, con- 
nects all its parts, heightens the efficacy of his 
mediation, and will account for that folemn ado- 
ration that is paid him by the angels round the 
throne of God, the beafts and the elders, in num- 
ber ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou- 


ſands of thouſands ; all of then with one heart 
Revel. v. and voice, ſaying with a loud voice: Worthy is 
— M1213: tbe Lamb that was ſtain-to-receive power, and riches, 


and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing. Yea, what is {till more amazing is, 
that the whole creation- without exception, every 
creature which is in heaven, and on earth,” and under 
the earth, and ſuch as are in the fea, and all that are 
in ibem, in the ſame breath as it were, with the 
ſame'acknowledgments, and in the fame terms of 
adoration; ' unite him with his Father on the 
throne, ſaying : Bleſſing and honour and glory and 
power be unto him that fitteth on the throne, and un- 
to the: Lamb for ever and ever. And this joint 
Aſoription appears to me ſo very extraordinary, 
ſo majeſtick and awful, as that I could not eaſily 
be reconciled to believe it part of a divine reve- 
lation, if the Lamb had no real characters of pro- 
per divinity belonging to him, or was only 4 crea- 
ture, though of the higheſt rank and order; nor 


name, and ny glory will I nos give to another. But 
this is not a place - for che full illuſtration of 


reconeile it with that plain declaration of God by 
Iſaiah lxii. the inſpired prophet : I am Jehovah, tbat is my 
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dis particular. Iris time 1 ſhould obſerve far- 


ther: 

h That this __ of Chriſt 2 in it 
the knowledge humiliation and grace, in 
really — 21 of that form ef God, in 
which he was, Father from rr Wh 
in being made fleſp, gr becoming a real man, dwel- 
ling or —— 


ae us, made of no repu · 
tation, taking on him The form of a- fervant, and 
made in the likeneſs omen; that by this incarnation 
he might become the link as it were between God 
and man, ſuſtaining the perſons, and. careful of 
the intereſts of both ; that he might be capable of 
converſing with men, 'and mediating with ſure 
ſucceſs for them with God his Father; of decla- 
ring to them his Father's will, by having the 
molt abſolute and perfect whos 80 of it him- 
ſelf ; of doing dock miracles which none could 
do except one, who was in the Fatber and the Fa- 
ther in him; of giving that example, which be- 
ſides the perfection of it, might have a divine au- 
thotity to enforce and recommend it; of reveal. 
ing thoſe truths, which muſt come from God as 
their original; of conferring thoſe ſubſtantial and 
eternal benefits, which tis the proper prerogative - 
of God to beſtow ; of ſuffering and dying, and 
adding a proper value and efficacy to thoſe ſuf 
ferings; and of receiving thoſe honours as the 
reward of them, which in my judgment appear 
too ſacred and divine to be beſtowed on any crea» 
ture, but not too great for God to beſtow up- 
on his only ſon, who was his perfect image, by 
whom he made the worlds, nor pe be given him 
by thoſe who were created by his power, faſhion+ 
ed by his wiſdom, and redeemed by his all-pows 
erful mediation and interceffion for them. 
- Beſides this the knowledge of Chriſt implies a 
competent * wich that work and fer- 


vice 
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vice which he tranſacted when he dwelt on earth, 
and converſed with men, when his glory ſhone 
out and was beheld as the gr the only begotten 
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of the Father, full of grate hd. 
to reveal, and bear reſtinio 
of the higheſt importance, ach 
Father, his mercy, his eternal 
promiſes, and the diſpoſa 1 grace and —— 
in the great events aK a füſture world; as he was 
ſent to lay the foundatbngtof a ſpiritual king- 
dom, and to reſtore the' dominion of God over 
ankind, by reſcuing them from ignorance, the 
avery of ſin, the celine apoſtate ſpirits, the 
| guilt they had contracted, and the condemnation 
they had deſerved ; by introducing the pure wor- 


truth; as he came 
o the truth, truth 
g to his heavenly 
_—_— his will, -his 


ſhip of God in the room of ſuperſtition and idolatry, 
— * genuine and undefiled religion in the 


of thoſe horrid corruptions that had uſurp- 


ed the place of it; by raiſing men to the dignity, 


rectitude and perfection of their nature, by clear- 


ly diſcovering and ſtrongly enforcing the obliga- 
tions of moral righteouſneſs, by diffuſing the moſt 


extenſive. goodneſs, humanity, benevolence and 
friendſhip, by calling men to love and practice 
truth, fidelity, purity in word and action, mo- 
deration, temperance, humility, meekneſs, for- 
arance, condeſcenſion, and in a word, the wliole 
collection of divine and human virtues, every 
thing that is venerable, lovely, of good report 
and praiſe-worthy ; as he was ſent to inſpire men 
with the hopes of forgiveneſs and reconciliation 
with God, to call ſinners to repentance, and thus 
to ſcek and ſave them that were loſt, to acquaint 
them with the powers of- the life to come, to en- 
courage them by the promiſe of a glorious reſur- 
, reCtion, to open heaven to their proſpect, and 
bring the happineſs of it within their reach, and 
to direct them in the only way that can bring them 

to 


\ 


(17) | 
to the final poſſeſſion of it; as he was ſent to be a 
pattern to all his followers, and give them an ex- 
atmple how they might walk ſo as to pleaſe God, 
and ſecure his acceptance, being in his own cha- 
rafter Þoly, n undefiled, and ſeparate from 
finners, always employed in his Father's work, 
and making it his meat and drink to do the will 
of him that ſent him; as he performed the moſt 
miraculous works, in atteſtation of the truth of his 
doctrine, in confirmation of his divine miſſion, to 
convince the incredulous, to confirm his diſciples, 
and perſuade thoſe, to whom he was in petfſon ſent 
to receive and believe in him as the promiſed Meſ- 
ſiah; and as at laſt he ſealed the truth of his pre- 
tenſions and doctrines with his blood, died in o- 
bedience to his Father's will, and with the utmoſt 
confidence in his acceptance, died through the 
abundance of his grace, and the ſtrength of his 
benevolence to men, ſhewing his compaſſion 
in the laſt moments of his life, by praying for 
their forgivenels who unrighteouſly deſtroyed 
him; dying with the moſt exemplary patience 
and reſignation to his Father's pleaſure, as an 
encouragement to them that were afterwards to 
dic in his cauſe, and learning experimentally, by 
the things he ſuffered, compaſſion for his ſuffer- 
ing followers, and a more tender concern to help 
and ſuccour them under all their temptations and 
trials, to which they might be expoſed for his 
name and cauſe. | 
But as the death of Chriſt is of peculiar im- 
portance in the chriſtian ſcheme; the knowledge 
of Chriſt implies a right acquaintance with the 
reaſons, and ends, and effects of his death; hat 
1 may know him, ſaith the apoſtle, and the fellows 
ſhip of his ſufferings, i. e. may be made partaker 
of his ſufferings, or ſo toad the deſign of 
them, as to ſhare in the fruits and happy ett ; 
| D 0 


(185 
of them; being made conformable t6 his death, vir? 
by being dead to (in, and crucified, as it were, as 
to my fleſh, with all the evil affections and paſ- 
ſions of it. And to know his death in the goſpel 
repreſentation of it, is, I think, to know that he 
died the juſt for the unjuſt, that he bear cur fins, 1. e. 
the puniſhment of our ſins, on the tree; that he 
died as a ſacrifice for ſin, a ſacrifice of God's ſpe- 
cial preparation and appointment, and that his 
death was regarded and accepted as a ſacrifice, and 
offering of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour by God; that 
he offered himſelf to God as à real ſacrifice, for 
the life of the world ; that it was a ſacrifice of 
the higheſt intrinſick dignity and worth, the ſa- 
crifice of a life moſt valuable in its nature, and 
of one that was neareſt and deareſt to God; that 
it had every circumſtance of moral worth to re- 
commend it, was voluntarily made, without 
blemiſh or ſpot, without a ſingle defect to depre- 
ciate its value, ſanctified by the moſt perfect obe- 
dience, and ſprinkled with the moſt acceptable 
incenſe of abſolute and unlimited reſignation, and 
for theſe reaſons highly pleaſing and acceptable to 
God; that it was a ſacrifice of real propitiation 
on the behalf of ſinners, and to take away fin, in 
as ſtrict a ſenſe as the ſacrifices of attonement 
under the law, as it was the grand aſſurance of 
God's being reconcileable, and the medium thro? 
which alone God was determined to grant mercy 
and forgiveneſs, and the conſideration that ren- 
dered the extending mercy to ſinners worthy the 
character of God as the moral governor of the 
world, and reconcileable with the great ends of 
his adminiſtration and kingdom; that on this 
account his death was the av7g#, the ranſom of 
aen, the price of their redemption, and the real 
purchaſe of all the benefits and bleſſings of ſalva- 
tion, becauſe he hereby obtained and purchaſed 

for 


(19) 

For himſelf all che rights, priviledges, honours 
and powers of redeemer, or of conferring thoſe 
4nvaluable bleſſings, in which our redemption con- 
4iſts ; on which account theſe bleſſings are ex- 
preſsly ſaid to be derived: to us in conſequence of 
his death. For him we have redemption through 
bis blood, even the forgiveneſs of our fins, we are 

Juftified freely by bis grace, through the redemption 
ela is in Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood. Our redemp- 
tion from the vanity of a ſinful converſation is by 
the ſame precious blood of Chriſt ; the purging 
our conſciences from dead works, 1. e. freeing our 
minds from thoſe guilty apprehenſions and fears, 
that ariſe in us through a conſciouſneſs of fin, is by 
the blood of Chriſt; by his death he hath deſtroyed 
him who had the power of death, and thus delivered 
us from bondage through the fear of it ; God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that whether we wake 
or fleep, we ſhould live together with him, and we 
have boldneſs to enter into the holieft itſelf by the 
blood of Feſus. In a word, he hath by one offer- 
ing of himſelf for ever perfefted then that are ſanc- 
tified. So that to know Chriſt, and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, is to know, that all the privileges 
and bleſſings that accompany ſalvation, and our 
final admiſſion into heaven itſelf, and our redemp- 
*tion unto God, are all communicated to us, and 
beſtowed upon us, as the proper purchaſe and 
immediate reward of the death and ſufferings of 
Chriſt. 

And as be is made of God to us wi/dom, rigbte- 
ouſneſs, ſanification and redemption, by virtue of 
'thoſe ſacred offices which he ſuſtains and executes; 
ſo to know Chriſt farther implies, a due appre- 
Henſion of the. characters with which he is in- 
veſted, and the ſeveral relations in which he ſtands 
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make interceſſion for ibem; acts as an advocate with 


(20) 
towards us. Had he continued under the power 
of death; the great vindication of his own charac- 
ter would have been wanting, and he would have 
been incapable of procuring redemption for others 
from the power of it; and therefore to know 
Chriſt is to know the power of his reſurreftion, the 
truth and certainty of it, the power that effected 
it, the intentions and purpoſes of it, the influence 
it ſhould have upon ourſelves, and the glory that 
followed it, in his advancement to the right hand 
of God, far above all principalities and powers, and 
might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
-not only in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
come; from whence he ſhed down the promiſed 


ſpirit in the extraordinary and miraculous gifts of 


it on the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, and conti- 
nues to beſtow it on all that humbly and ſincerely 


aſk it, as the ſpirit of truth, faith, grace, ho- 


lineſs, ard ſtrength, as the ſanctifier of their 
hearts, and as the great and efficacious principle 
of the divine and ſpiritual lite, by which they 
who believe are to walk and live, in oppoſition 
to the inſtincts and appetites of their animal na- 
tures, and by whoſe influence and power they are 
to bring forth the ſacred fruits of love, joy, peace, 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faithfulneſs, 
meekneſs and temperance, and enabled to re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God; and where 
he muſt reign 10 all bis enemies are put under 
bim, and lives as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, and the fullneſs of bim 
that filleth all in all, and which owns him as 
her one only Lerd, her great and only autoritative 


inſtructor in the things of religion and ſalvation 


and where he appears as the great high-prieſt of our 


. profeſſion, and is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 


come unto God by him, becauſe be lives for ever to 


the 
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the Father for all  repenting believing ſinners, 
dwells as their forerunner in heaven, to prepare the 
manſions of glory for them, is their one only me- 
diator with God, by and through whom they have 
acceſs to the Father, with whom he muſt conti- 
nue, till the ſolemn important tranſaction of the 
univerſal judgment ſhall take place, over which 
he is to preſide, and for the carrying on of which 
he ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he ſhall come to be glorified 

in his ſaints, and admired in all them that believe. 
In a word, he who knows Chriſt, as he is re- 
preſented to us in the goſpel revelation, will con- 
ſider him as intereſted in the whole ſcheme of the 
goſpe] redemption, which in all its parts relates 
to him, was founded in his mediation, in the firſt 
draught and plan of it in the eternal counſels of 
God, and which as to its execution, from the firſt 
beginning, through its gradual progreſs, to the 
final completion of it, is accompliſhed by him as 
the great agent in it; inſomuch that all the inter- 
eſts of God and man were committed to his care 
and management, and nothing tranſacted in refe- 
rence to God's glory, the erection of his king- 
dom, and the ſalvation of his people, but under 
his conduct and direction.; it having pleaſed the 
Father for this purpoſe, that all fullneſs ſhould. dwell 
in him, even all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge, yea all the fullneſs of the godbead bodily, or 
ſubſtantially, rendering him equal to this arduous 
and glorious employment, and that there might be 
no failure in the execution of any part ot it, thro? 
a failure of power, or defect of wiſdom in him 
to whom it was committed; and that on this ac» 
count he might in all things have the pre-emi- 
nence, be entitled to the homage and worſhip 2 
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Honour the Father; and in a word, that at the name of 


of what is comprehended in this knowledge of 
Chriſt, and which was eſteemed of that impor- 


neral. 
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the angels, be honoured by all men, even as they 


Jeſus every knee ſhould bow of thi ngs in heaven, and 


things in earth, and things under thy earth, and that 


every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Feſus C brift is Lord 


to the glory of God the Father, that thus, as our 
John xiv, Lord himſelf expreſſes it, the Father may be ow. 


fied in the Son. 
And thus have I ſet befor you a brief ſummary 


ance and value by the inſpired apoſtle, as that he 
counted all things but loſs in compariſon of the excet- 
lency of it. And if we are bleſſed with the poſ- 
{Mon of this knowledge, if we have been taught 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and have any competent 
underſtanding of the ſcheme of chriſtianity, as 
repreſented to us in the ſacred records, we ſhall 
find a very high eſteem for it arifing in our breaſts, 
look on it as an invaluable treaſure, and be thank- 
ful to God, that he hath ſhined into our hearts, 
to give us the light of this glorious knowledge of 
God in the face of Chriſt, 1. e. in thoſe diſcoveries 
he hath made of God by the revelation of his 
goſpel, which are as clear, as though we beheld 
him face to face, and had converſed with him in 
perſon, and received our inſtructions immediately 
from him. But this leads me to the lecond ge- 
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II. Which is to repreſent to you the peculiar 
and invaluable excellency of this knowledge; and 
there are many things that offer themſelvs to my 
thoughts. I can but juſt mention a few of them. 

It is the moſt exalted and dignifying knowledge 
we can be in the purſuit and poſſeſſion of, the 
ſubjects of which have been, many of them, the 
ftudy and inquiry of the wileſt and beſt of men, 


in 
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in all ages and nations of the world. There are 


no ſubjeas we can employ. our thoughts on ſo 
glorious, as thoſe which chriſtianity holds up to 
our contemplation, and which every chriſtian as 
ſuch is habitually converſant with ; God in all his 
perfections, the Son of God in all the various 
parts of his character and mediation, the ſpirit of 
God in all his influences, gifts and graces; the 
worſhip due to God, the obedience he requires, and 
the nature of that religion which is acceptable to 
God; the works he hath made, the providence he 
exerciſes, the favours he hath conferred, the re- 
demption he offers us, the realities of a future 
life, the glory we may expect, and the condem- 
nation and puniſhment we have therein to fear 
and guard againſt. Theſe are ſubjects of the moſt 
ſacred and venerable nature, our capacities to un- 
derſtand them is a demonſtration of the ſuperiour 
dignity of the reaſonable ſoul, and the actual at- 
tainment of the right knowledge of them, creates 
an intrinſick worth of character, really aſſimulates 
men in their meaſure to God, and renders them 
truly worthy of veneration and eſteem. 

It is a neceſſary and extreamly intereſting part 
of knowledge. All parts of ſcience are valuable 
only in proportion to the concern we have in them, 
and the good uſes we can make of them; and 
there are many branches of it, which tho' they 
may ſerve for. amuſement, or may be ſomewhat 
ornamental to human nature, or may be peculiarly 
adapted to perſons of a curious ſpeculative tem- 
per, yet men may be wholly ignorant of, without 
prejudice to their character as reaſonable creatures, 
as moral agents, and accountable beings, and 
which therefore they can be under no kind of ne- 
ceſſity of entering into the purſuit. of. But the 
knowledge of Chriſt is neceſſary, neceſſary for all 
that can attain it, neceſſary to the moſt valuable 
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purpoſes, neceſſary to anſwer the ends of their 
natures, and ſecure their hopes of attaining to the 
higheſt felicity of it. Every man hath a neceſſary 
relation to and dependence on God, and therefore 
to know him, what he is, what his pleaſure con- 
cerning us, what we have to fear and what to 


hope from him, is a part of knowledge that no 


man can be without, reconcileable with his duty, or 
conſiſtent with his intereſt. *Tis of no great im- 
portance to the ends of life, that I ſhould meaſure 
the diſtances, calculate the magnitude and moti- 
ons of the heavenly bodies, account for thoſe mo- 
tions by mechanical laws, or exactly determine 
how that ſyſtem, of which our world is a part, is 
adjuſted, with regard to the poſition of the ſeveral 
globes that conſtitute it; but 'tis of the utmoſt 
importance to me to know, whether this ſyſtem 
was neceſſary, eternal and ſelf exiſtent, or the ef- 
fect of chance, or the production of a wiſe, and 
intelligent, and benevolent agent, who is every 
where preſent in it, ſuſtains it by his power, and 
exerciſes a conſtant providence over all the works 
of his hands: In this I am deeply intereſted, be- 
cauſe my own conduct, welfare and happineſs are 
immediately concerned in the judgment f form in 
reference to them. Mathematical ſpeculations fall 
to the ſhare of but few, and *tis of no great mo- 
ment whether they underſtand, or can demonſtrate 
one ſingle mathematical propoſition. The world 
will ſubſiſt, and the general peace and welfare of it 
be ſecured, and every individual may know his 
duty, and attain the ends of his being, whether he 
underſtands more or leſs, or nothing in this cele- 
brated part of ſcience. But religious and moral en- 
quiries are of the utmoſt conſequence; to know 
whence, and what we are, what we are intended 
for, the connections we have, the relations we 
ſtand in, the fitneſs and propriety of e 
what 
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is univerſally neceſſary, the beſt and ſureſt means 


— . 
What our happineſs, and how we may attain it, 
how long we are to exiſt, and where our future 
exiſtence ſhall be; high and low, rich and poor, 
men of all ranks, characters and conditions in the 
world, have an equal. ſtake in theſe particulars, 
and every valuable intereſt of their being depends 


on their forming ſome juſt apprehenſions of them, 


To enter into the mechaniſm of the human body, 
to know the fituation, connexion, uſes of its ſe- 
veral parts, and to be able to account by proper 
laws for all the various functions of the animal 
life, is undoubtedly a pleaſing branch of know- 
bages, and may be applied to many uſeful pur- 
9 But ſtill the heart will play, the pulſe will 
eat, the bowels continue their motion, and the 
Whole machine work on regularly, whether we 


can enter into the contrivance of it or not; and 


there is nothing of any importance depends on 
the general ene f. of it. But to know whether 
my whole compoſition is material, whether I have 
a ſpiritual and immortal principle in me ; what 
uſes its rational powers are intended for; what 
its diſorders, and how they may be cured ; what 
its proper furniture, and how it may be obtained; 
what its danger, and how it may be prevent- 
ed; whence its happineſs, and how it may 
be ſecured; theſe are enquiries every wile, and 
prudent man knows he is bbliged to enter into, 
and it muſt be the height of folly and madneſs to 
be indifferent to, and void of all ſolicitude about 
them. And. indeed the whole of chriſtianity, in 
all its principles and obligations, in the whole 
contexture and frame of it, claims and deſerves 
our moſt ſerious attention, upon account of its 
innate and eternal importance; and if proper. 
means be neceſſary to knowledge, and if as to truths. 
of univerſal importance, the knowledge of them 


of 
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of obtaining this knowledge muſt be moſt ne- 
ceſſary, ad univerſally neceſſary; and therefore 
the knowledge of Chriſt is in ſome meaſure uni- 
verſally neceſſary, becauſe tis the only means of 


attaining the knowledge of theſe univerſally ne - 


ceſſary truths, on the belief of which the preſent 
welfare and final happineſs of mankind have ſo in- 
tire a dependence. | 
The excellency of this knowledge farther ap- 
ears, in that it is calculated for and attainable 
y all, who have the goſpel revelation, and ho- 
neſtly make uſe of the means that God hath di- 
rected them to for their conviction and informa- 
tion. The learned and unlearned, the wiſe and 
ſimple, men of leiſure and buſineſs, men of the 
higheſt and loweſt claſſes in life, for external cir- 


cumſtances, or intellectual abilities, may all be 


adepts in this ſacred ſcience, in every thing ne- 
ceſſary for them to underſtand; There are indeed 
the deep and the plain things of God; and tho? 
men of greater leiſure, higher abilities, and bet- 
ter means of improvement, will find employment 
enough, and ſubjects ſufficient to exerciſe them, 


in the more ſpeculative and difficult queſtions, 


that chriſtianity may furniſh ; yet the plaineſt 
things are generally the moſt important and ne- 
ceſſary, and there is nothing on which the duty 
and ſalvation of the meaneſt man depends, but 
what is obvious and clear, and may be fully ap- 
prehended by him, as far as he can be concerned 
and obliged to underſtand it, if he ſearches witk 
integrity, and with a due ſenſe of his need of di- 


vine inſtruction, and earneſtly deſires and prays 
for it. And though many diſputes have unhap- 


8 


Pi'y entered into the chriftian church, yet reve- 


ation ſtill remains as it did; tho* men have be- 
wildered themſelves, they have not been able to 


obſcure that; and ſtrip the doctrines of Chriſt 


from 
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them, conlider them in the ſimplicity in which. 
they ſtand as taught by the inſpired writers, and the 
great diſtinguiſhing outlines of them will appear 
to all, and what is eſſential and moſt impor- 
tant in them, will be obvious to men of the plain · 
eſt ſenſe, and generally carry its own conviction 
along with it. + 7 | 

. The doctrine of election hath been made a very 
thorny and difficult point; and yet there is no 
man of common ſenſe, but inſtantly perceives 
upon the firſt mention of it, that as eternal life 
muſt be the gift of God, it is impoſſible he can 
ever obtain it, unleſs God is determined to give 
it him, i. e. unleſs God elect or chooſe: him to 
the poſſeſſion of it. Many diſputes have aroſe 
about the corruption of human nature; and 
yet nothing is more evident than that it muſt 


f be introduced by the firſt offender, hath paſ- 
. ſed from him through all the various ſucceſſi- 
8 ons of his poſterity, and every man, I imagine, 
finds ſomewhat of it in himſelf; and if he be a 
, wiſe man, will be much more concerned how to 
4 cure it, than buſy and folicitous to know how 
by he came by it, Large volumes have been wrote, 
3 I wiſh I could ſay to explain the doctrine of juſti- 
4 cation; and yet tis what every man knows, that 
x an offender,” who hath forfeited his life, can be 
4 reſtored to life and fortune only by the undeſerv- 
h ed favour of his prince; and 'tis a principle of 
1— natural religion, that an offender againſt God can 
ys have no claim to forgiveneſs, but from the unme- 
is rited grace of God ; and that therefore the juſtifi- 
A cation of ſinners, i. e. the forgiveneſs of their paſt 
1 ſins, their full reſtoration to the divine acceptance, 
8 and an intereſt in the promiſe of eternal life, can, 
ry as to ſuch, in no ſenſe be the claim of paſt works, 
1 gr due in juſtice to any former piety or virtue; 
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far if that were the caſe, and they could really 


urge ſuch a claim, they would have no need of © 
the goſpel juſtification, which fuppoſes men fin- 


ners, deſtitute of the claim to life and happinefs; 
and reſtored to both only by the unmerited grace 
of God, through the redemption that is in Chriſt. 
The doctrine of imputed rigbieouſneſs, i. e. of the 
righteouſneſs of Chrift ſo reckoned to our ac- 
count, as that we by reaſon of it are intitled to 
ardon, favour, acceptance with God, and og 
bleMng of eternal life, is too ſtrong for the digef- 
tion of ſome weak and delicate ſtomachs, And yet 
what more true in theory, what more frequently 
confirmed by fact, what more univerſally allowe 

and acknowledged, than the two principles, on 


which this diſputed article depends: viz. that the 


ood eſſects of one perſon's merit may reach far 
beyond himſelf, and be very extenſively beneficial 
to others; and that theſe very beneficial effects 
may reflect back, and contribute greatly to the 


reward, honour and happineſs of the perſon to 


whoſe merits” they are owing. Thus a father's 
merits are often imputed to, i. e, placed to the 
account of, and derive hereditary honoprs to his 


family, and he himſelf is rewarded in the rever- 


fionary privileges conferred upon his poſterity. 
*T would be eaſy to multiply inſtances of this kind; 


but I ſhall only add, that if ferious and pious 
chriſtians of all denominations could but get a 


little free from their prejudices, 'their attachment 
to particular words and phraſes, and their ſuſpi- 
cions and jealoufies concerning thoſe, who they 
imagine differ from them; if they would but ex- 
plain each others different expreſſions with can- 
dour, conſider what on each fide is diſavowed in 
the ſeveral articles they reſpectively eſpouſe, and 


calmly, as God gave them opportunity, repteſent 


their real ſentiments to each other; I am confi- 


dent 
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duty, to pleaſe God, to ſave his foul, and finally 
i EE ſafe to the heaven] happinels and g ory. 
nd . 


the moſt excellent and valuable effects. 
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dent that in all the main things. they would find 
themſelves much more generally agreed than they 
imagined, and that though there might remain 
ſome leſſer differences about be phile/ephy of theſe 
doctrines, there would be no conliderable ones 


about Yhe chriſtianity. of them, i, e. in any thing 


that chriſtianity hath. made neceſſary for a man 
to believe concerning them, in order to do his 


\nd I ſpeak this the more freely, without court- 
ing the favour, or fearing the dilesſure of any 
man, or party of men, from à thorough conſt 
deration of the nature of the chriſtian doctri 
and the fulleft conviction and eyen experience of 
the truth of what I ſay ; and in honour of the doc- 
trine of Chriſt itſelf, which I am perſuaded ſhines 
with a clear light, and conveys one plain uniform 
ſcheme of truth, in all its grand articles, even where 

there is often an appearance of the greateſt dis 


verſity. And laſtly | 
ndattbn of this know- 


Tis a farther recomme | 
ledge of Chriſt, that wherever it dwells, and the 
principles of it are ſteadily believed, it produceth 


ſpeculation is of little worth, and thoſe branches 
of ſcience, that have no conliderable good infly- 
ence, and are not calculated to Edu any fruits 
of importance, are of ſmall conlequence to human 
nature, and are not worth the | r and paias 
of a continual ſearch after. But here the know» - 
ledge of Chriſt is, beyond all exception and pa- 
rallel, excellent; and if it is not — and in 
all who profeſs to underſtand it, attended with its 
proper fruits, tis not owing to any defect in the 
principles themſelves, but either to their hei 
miſtaken, or not firmly belis ved, gr got imprefied. 


Con- 
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| V 
conſideration and prayer. The ſacred writings 
| aſcribe the nobleſt influence and efficacy to faith, 
that is, to truth underſtood and believed. Know- 
| ledge is indeed the ground-work of all religion, 
| and the foundation of the divine and ſpiritual 
life. As light was the firſt production of God 
f in the natural creation, ſo *tis in the moral and 
ſpiritual one. And how vaſt and beneficial is the 
change in the ſoul produced by this ſacred illu- 
mination, when the truths of God appear in their 
proper light, and full conviction ! In how different 
a view doth a man conſider himſelf, his God, his 
Saviour, and almoſt every object that is around him! 
How friendly and warm are the convictions it raiſes 
m him, what apprehenſions doth it awaken, what 
i hopes doth it inſpire, what deſires doth it raiſe, 
. what new diſpoſitions doth it create, what holy 
it - reſolutions doth it excite, what caution and care 
[| doth it ſpread over his mind, what reſolution and 
| conſtancy doth it introduce, and to what dili- 
|| gence and vigour doth it quicken him! It is im- 
= mediately calculated to produce the fear and love 
it ' of God, an hatred of evil, and the approbation 
ll | of the good and holy and acceptable will of God, 
[| It is the ſource of all true and acceptable devotion, 
. and furniſhes motives to engage men to worſhip 
1 God in the manner he requires. It is an acqui- | 
14S ſirion truly honourable in itſelf, as it gives to our | 
| head an ornament of grace, and compaſſeth us 
„ with a crown of glory, and renders men partakers 
i of *the- image of God; for as chriſtians we are 
to put on that new man, which is created in know-. 
i ledge after the image of him that created him. It is 
t acknowledge peculiarly pleaſant to the ſoul, and 
4 furniſhes a thouſand, ſources of the moſt grateful 


| and delightful reflections. It is a ſafe and ſure 
(| _* guide through the worſt dangers and ſnares of 
= -. life;'-the eye that is to direct the ſoul, the light 
it —. chat 
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that is to guide us in all our paths, and in follow- 
ing of which we cannot poſſibly err; ſo that we 
ſhall walk in our way ſafely, when we go with it 
our ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitned, and when we run we 


Hall nat flumble. It is one of the beſt preſerva- 


tives againſt the power and influence of tempta- 
tion, as it forewarns men of their danger, ren- 
ders them cautious and wary, checks their paſſi- 
ons and affections, creates in them the ſureſt de- 
pendencies, teaches them whence to derive that 
grace that is ſufficient for them, and inſpires them. 
with a reſolution, firmneſs and ſtrength of mind, 
ſuperior to all the difficulties that may encompaſs 
them, It not only enlightens, but purifies the 
heart, and is the powerful means of our ſanctifica- 
tion. It is the root of obedience to God, and 
when we are filled with the knowledge of Chriſt, wwe 
ſhall walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleaſing ; 
it is pure and peaceable, and gentle, and eaſy to be en- 


| treated, full of good fruits, without partiality, and 


without hypocriſy. It creates hope and truſt in God; 
for if we are ſo happy as to get this knowledge, 
when thou lieſt down thou ſhalt not be afraid, yea 
thou ſhalt lie down and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweet. For 
the Lord ſhall be thy confidence, and ſhall keep thy 
foot from being taken. It inſpires ſerenity and com- 
fort of mind, and what the apoſtle wiſhes and 
prays for in behalf of thoſe to whom he wrote, 
Grace and peace be multiplied to you through the 


. knowledge of God and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ſhall 


be-the happineſs of thoſe, who are bleſſed with. 
it, and are careful rightly to improve it. It will 
be the ſupport of the ſincere chriſtians mind in 
the proſpect and approach of death, as it will. 
ſtrengthen his faith, cheriſh his hope, clear up 
his proſpects, and preſent to his view the glory, 
honour and immortality that is before him. It 
is a preparative for heaven, which is the ng | 


the being finally found in him, juſtified by W 


us the original and formation of man, the law of 


* ard if we 8 not 999 un- 
ty in this knowledge of Cbriſt, we ſball haus an 
phe adminiſtred 1 55 abundantly 22150 btqvenly 
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of knowledge 


' Kingdom and glory. In a word, the happy fruit 


and confequence of this knowledge, wherever it 
forms the temper, and hath its due influence up- 
on the life, is the wining or gaining Chriſt; th 
ſecuring his favour and acceptance, and an inter- 
eſt in all the purchaſed benefits of redemption ; 


of God through faith in him, according to God's 
appointed method of juſtification, influenced by 
the power of his refurrection to awake to righte- 
ouſneſs, and walk before God in all newneſs of 
life, and being made conformable unto his death, 
by our final deliverance from death, and attainin 
to the reſurrection of the dead. I hope enoug 
hath been ſaid, Apa Song 
1. To fix and heighten your eſteem for this 
nowledge of Chrift, to make you thankful to 
God' for the means of it, to excite you to endea- 
vour to grow in it, and to engage you to the 


ſtiricteſt care to improve it. There cannot be a 


more valuable treafure put into our hands, by the 
providence and favour of God, than the goſpel 
revelation, and the facred records which contain 
it; which for the ſubjects they treat of, and the 
manner in which they repreſent them, can never 
be too highly eſteemed by us. Eyen I 
from their character of being divinely inſpired, 
and containing a revelation from God, they have 
many intrinſick characters, that render them 
highly venerable, and above all other writing 
truly worthy our regard. Many of the books 
that conſtitute our ſcripture, are indifputably by 


far the moft ancient of any now extant in the 


whole world, and in the accounts they give, they 
rife as high as the crearion' of the univerſe, ſhow 


his 
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his creation, the dignity of his firſt condition, the 


manner how he loſt it, the cauſes that introduced 
death, and the ſources of all the various miſe- 
ries to which he is continually ſubjected. They 
all of them contain the hiſtory of providence, 

and that not merely in reference to a ſingle nati- 
tion, but to the principal nations and kingdoms 
of the earth; ſhewing the cauſes by which they 

riſe to proſperity. and ſtrength, and that occaſion 
their fall and ruine, both in a natural way, and 
from the over-ruling power and providence of 
God himſelf. They contain the hiſtory of reli- 
Sion from the earlyeſt origin of things, through 
a ſeries of ſome thouſand years, and of the va- 
rious corruptions of it, amongſt the principal 
nations of the earth. They eſtabliſh that firſt 
ptinciple of all religiori, the being of one God, 
and give thoſe deſcriptions of his natural and mo- 
ral perfections, that are agreeable to the plaineſt 
principles of reaſon, and that for ſublimity and 
grandure of ſentiment, for elegance and force of 
deſcription, have nothing in the molt celebrated 
writings of antiquity to equal them. What they 
deſcribe as true religion is of immutable excel- 
lency and worth, and the rules of moral virtue 
are in every reſpect unexceptionable and com- 
pleat. And on theſe and other accounts, they con- 
tain a fund of knowledge, extreamly important in 
itſelf, and that is no where elle ro be found 
throughout the whole habitable world; and no- 
thing but ignorance and folly can deſpiſe them. 
But then conſider them as a revelation from God, 
and containing an account of the fall, corrupti- 
on and ruine of mankind, the means and me- 
thods of their recovery, and as relating, from the 
beginning to the end, to that be and illuſ- 
trious perſonage, that was to be employed in the 

ſacred and benevolent * of their „ 
an 
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1 and the methods fixed for the reſtoration of ſinners? 
0 to the integrity and dignity of their nature, the 
5 reinſtating them in the forfeited favour of God, 
lf and ſecuring them the poſſeſſion of eternal hap- 
ll pineſs ; this gives them a worth and importance, 
if! that no other writings can have, and renders it 
both our duty and intereſt, to ſtudy. them with 
the utmoſt care, for our own inſtruction and in- 
formation. ; 

2. What an abhorrence ſhould this excite in 
us for that falſe religion, which conceals this 
knowledge from men, makes it a capital crime 
to uſe the proper means to obtain it, and which 
ſupports itſelf by ignorance, and ſecures that ig- 
norance poſſeſſion, and dominion, by the moſt 
execrable cruelties ! The fundamental maxim of 
that religion, upon which the whole ſtructure of 
it is ſupported, is that ignorance is the mother of 
devotion, and that *tis dangerous for the people to 
know too much. And they are in the right ſo far, 
as that what they call devotion can be maintained 
by nothing but the moſt ſtupid ignorance, and 
the utter abſence of all' true knowledge ; which, 
wherever it hath prevailed, hath diſcovered the 
falſehood and impoſture of their impoſitions, and 
cauſed nations and kingdoms to throw off their 
ſuperſtitions and idolatries with abhorrence. And 
therefore *tis extreamly dangerous to- them that 
men ſhould know too much, becauſe the preva- 
Tence of knowledge puts an immediate end to 
their tyranny and craft, and the more men know, 
the more will they hate and deteſt the corruptions 
of religion they have introduced, and the pagean- 
tries and impieties they have eſtabliſhed in the 
room of the plain and e worſhip of God. 
And there cannot be a ſurer evidence of the bad- 


er 
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nels of any cauſe, than its refuſal to come to the 
light, and ſubmit to an honeſt and impartial ex- 
| Ws 18 amination; 


3 „„ 
amination ; and tis a demonſtration that the ſup- 
porters of ſuch a cauſe ſuſpe& the goodneſs of it, 
or rather know that *tis falſe and indefenſible. 
The idolatries and vices of the heathen world 
were owing to .the darkneſs of .their underſtand- 
ing, and their being alienated from the life of 
God through the ignorance that was in them, 
becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts. And. 
the ſame cauſe will ever produce the ſame effect. 
Keep men ignorant, and you prepare them for 
the worſt deceptions, and make them a prey to 
every crafty and intereſted ſeducer. They will 
naturally alſo grow vicious in conſequence. of their 
ignorance ; for if they have no ſolid principles of 
truth to reſtrain their appetites, they will follow 
wherever their paſſions call and prompt them; 
and if they have been brought up to the belief of 
principles evidently falſe, and that are favourable 
to their ſinful inclinations and practices, their re- 
covery from them is morally impoſſible, and un- 
der the ſhelter and countenance: of ſuch principles, 
all exhortations to repentance and reformation 
muſt, in the nature of things, without a miracle, 
be wholly ineffectual. And therefore the taking 
away the key of knowledge from mankind, is an 
impiety and wickedneſs of the moſt criminal na- 
ture, as it is depriving them of the light, which 
1s neceſſary to purify and direct them, to lead 
them into their duty, and guide them to their 
happineſs. It is the character of ſincere chriſti- 
ans, that they are tight in the Lord, and for this 
purpoſe the goſpel revelation was vouchſafed to 
the world, that we might be taught of God, and 
be made wiſe to the ſalvation of our ſouls; and 
therefore to be darkneſs in the Lord can never be 
the mark of a true chriſtian, and to prevent 
mens being taught of God, and inſtructed by his 
goſpel in the way of „ can't be the * 
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of a true church; and therefore the church of 
Rome, which hinders the glorious light of the 
goſpel of God from ſhining into the hearts of 
men, muſt be an antichriſtian church; and if ſhe 
had no other mark of apoſtacy on her, but this 
ſingle one, that ſhe kept men in darkneſs and ig - 
norance, and prevented them under the ſevereſt 
penalties from examining into the nature of her 
doctrine and worſhip, this of itſelf would be proof 
ſufficient, that whatever other name belonged to 
her, ſhe could not deſerve the name of the church 


of Chriſt, And indeed this practice of hers is 


ſuch an inſult upon the common ſenſe and reaſon 
of mankind, and ſo intirely calculated to corrupt 
and ruin them, as that one would indeed wonder 
how nations and kingdoms could ever be brought 
to ſubmit to, or remain eaſy under it. They wha 
know the worth of knowledge, and eſpecially the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, will ne- 
ver want motives to be thankful to God for the 


pPriviledge of enjoying it, nor to excite in them 
the warmeſt zeal to maintain and perpetuate it. 


3. What reaſon have we to adore the good 
providence of God, that hath reſcued us mor 
that ignorance, which for many ages overſpread 
theſe nations, and hath bleſſed us with the clear 
light of his goſpel, and the freeſt liberty of con- 


ulting it, and drawing refreſhment from this 


pure fountain of living waters; and who, by 
many miraculous ſteps of his good providence, 
hath prevented the return of this Egyptian dark- 
neſs from overwhelming us. Ovr perſecuted 
brethren abroad, what would they not give for 
our priviledges, could they ſit down, and quietly 
enjoy, and walk by the heavenly light that ſur- 
rounds us! Our enemies, who hate it, hate us for 
poſſeſſing it; and have uſed all the arts, that ma- 
les and ſubtlety could deviſe, to extinguiſh it 1 

| ; the 
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the midſt of us. This hath been attempted by 
the throne itſelf, when poſſeſſed by a weak and fu- 
rious bigot for the cauſe of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition. But happily for us, God made him ab4i+ 
cate to preſerve us, and becaule the light of know- 
ledge was offenſive to his eyes, and the poſſeſſion 
of liberty by others grievous to his heart, ſent 
him to a land, where there were neither liberty 
nor knowledge enough, the two things he mortally 
hated, to offend him. The glorious prince, that 
ſupplied his place, releaſed our forefathers from 
their fears, and to prevent, as far as human po- 
licy and wiſdom could do it, the return of popiſh 
tyranny and barbarity to theſe kingdoms, obtain · 
ed that ſettlement of the crown in the preſent 
royal family, which we -truſt in God ſhall never 
be interrupted. The two princes of it, that have 
ſſeſſed the crown, have done honour to it, and 
though they have been both ſtruck at by unna- 
tural and unprovoked rebellions, yet have our eyes 
ſeen our deſire upon their and our enemies, and God 
hath made their attempts to ſubvert the throne, 
the means of its more firm and ſecure eſtabliſh- 
ment. The preſent poſſeſſor of it deſerves our 
warmeſt gratitude and affection for his love of li- 
berty, his care of the publick welfare, his ſtrict 
regard to our laws, and the bleſſings of an un- 
interrupted equitable and righteous government, 
And as his life is peculiarly valuable in the pre- 
ſent, ſituation of our affairs, every one that wiſhes 
well to his country, himſelf, and his poſterity, 
will be ſolicitous for the continuance of it, and 
every good man will moſt ardently pray that God 
will long preſerve it; and fo eſtabliſh the proſpe- 
rity of his reign, as that whilſt he is pleaſed to 
continue it, it may be more and more honourable 
and eaſy to himſelf, and accompanied with the 
| mol 
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moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings to all that live undar 
Wn. y 

4. Conſider the nature of this ſacred know- 
ledge, and remember that tis not merely notional 
and ſpeculative, but influential and transforming, 
and that in order to our receiving any benefit by 
it, it muſt not only furniſh the head, but reach 
and purify the heart, form men into the divine 
temper, and enable them to live the divine life. 
There is undoubtedly ſuch a thing as erring in 
principle fundamentally ; but *tis a grievous and 
dangerous miſtake to imagine, that errors in 
judgment and belief are the only capital and fun- 
damental ones. Errors in temper, errors in con- 
duct, may be as dangerous and pernicious as any 
in ſpeculation can poſſibly be; and not only he 
denies the Lord that bought him, who through 
a bad heart may deny any one of the principal 
doctrines, relating to his perſon and mediation ; 
but he alſo as truly, who by the indulged pre- 
valence of any ſinful pafſons and ungovernable 
appetites, and an habitually ſenſual fioful tife, de- 
nies - the autority of, and renounces his ſubjection 
to the government of the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
For one of the principal doctrines relating to 
Chriſt is, that he hath redeemed us from all imquity, 
and bought us with the price of his precious blood 
from the vanity of a finful converſation ; and there- 
fore he who continues in fin, and runs on habi- 
tually in theſe criminal vanities, whatever may 
be his pretenſions to truth, renounces in fact this 
redemption of Chriſt, and openly declares by his 
actions, that Chriſt hath not thus bought and 
purchaſed him from this evil world, and the cor- 
ruptions that abound in it ; and thus appears to err 


capitally in judgment. Or if his inward principles 


are better than his practice, he is marked out for 
ruine and vengeance by that awful declaration of 
the 


(39) 
the inſpired apoſtle : The wrath of God is revealed Rom. i. 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 18. 
neſs of men, who bold the truth in anrighteouſneſs. 
Be not therefore, Chriſtians, only concerned about 
truth of principle, but truth of character and 
conduct. A ſound judgment and a good life ſhould 
be inſeparable companions, and if we know the 
great things of chriſtianity, happy are we if we do 
them. There is nothing in Chriſtianity of im- 
portance but what is practical, and the who 
doctrine of the goſpel is according to godlineſs. 
Impreſs therefore the great truths you believe 
upon your hearts, by meditation and ſerious pray- 
er to God. Earneſtly implore both the inlight- 
ning and renewing influences of the good ſpirit 
of God, that you may not be barren and unfruit- 
ful in the knowledge of God and Chriſt, for thus 
an entrance ſhall be miniſtred to you abundantly 
into his kingdom and glory. Laſtly, 

5. If this knowledge be ſo truly excellent, how 
ambitious ſhould we all be, in our ſeveral ſtati- 
ons, and according to our reſpective abilities and 
opportunities, to ſpread the luſtre, and convey 
the glorious light of it amongſt others. Chriſti- 
ans are, by their profeſſion, and their whole con- 
duct, obliged to cauſe their light ſo to ſhine before 
men, as that they ſeeing their good works, may 

lorify their father which is in heaven; and to be 
lameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, with- 
out rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe nation, amongſt whom they are to ſhine as 
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8 lights in the world, holding forth the word of 
d life; retaining this quickning light in their own 
6 minds, and walking by the ſacred influence and 
r idance of it themſelves, and hereby cauſing o- 
8 thers to behold and admire the luſtre of it, open 
r their hearts to receive it, and put themſelves 
f under the infallible direction of it. But men 
E | Neg need 
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need inſtruction as well as example; and though 
the means of knowledge, rhrough the abundant 
grace of God, are numerous in theſe kingdoms, 
yet many are deſtitute of them, and almoſt as 
intirely ignorant, as though the day ſpring from 
on high had never viſited them, and dwell in as. 
thick darkneſs, as though the ſtin of righteouf- 
neſs had never riſen on them, to purify and heal 
them. Bred up to poverty and labour, and roo 
frequently amongſt examples of ignorance, vice 
and folly, they have never underſtood the worth 
of knowledge, never had any thirſt and deſire 
after it, often ſlight all the publick means of it, 
have frequently nothing to ſpare of what they pur- 
chaſe by their dayly labour, to furniſh themſelves 
with more private helps; and if they could, 
know not what helps to choofe, or how to fix on 
ſuch as are moſt ſuited to their circumſtances, and 
beſt adapted to promote in them that knowled 
which they want. The care therefore of fur- 
niſhing them with thefe helps is properly the pro- 
vince of others, that are wiſer and more experi- 
enced, who know ſomething of books, and ſuch 
as are fit to be put into their hands. The Bible 
ſtands at the head of all others, and is fit to be 
entruſted with every one, who is capable of read- 
ing; and all others are of no value, any farther 
than as they tend to render the knowledge of the 
bible more eaſy, and to explain and enforce the 
neceſſary truths of it. Theſe therefore ſhould be 
always plain, and generally ſhort z books, not 
of controverſy, but of a quite ſerious turn, and 
calculated as far as poſſibly can be to inform them 
in things level to their capacities, that may moſt 
effectually conduce to promote the real power and 
life of godlineſs, to convince them of their ſins, 
to ſhew them their need of a Saviour, to awaken 
them to take refuge in his power and grace; 
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& render them uſeful in their ſtations, induſtrious 
for their families, faithful as ſubjects, firm 
profeſtants upon principle, and diligent in the uſe 
8 all appointed means, for the improvement. of 
heir minds, and more effectually ſecuring their 
own ſalvation. V pe 8 
- The worthy. ſociety, who have called me to 
this ſervice, are Rex on f for the more effectual and 
extenſive diſtribution of theſe kinds of books; 
and the charity is. truly chriſtian and laudible, 
and the ſcheme they have formed, well adapted 
to promote very uſeful and valuable purpoſes. 
The ſpreading of divine knowledge, the bring- 
ing men to an acquaintance with and reverence 
for God, the promoting in them the love of and, 
ſubjectien to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the render- 
ing them good and uſeful in their ſtations, and 
the making them wife to ſalvation; is a moſt 
excellent deſign and attempt, 'tis being in the 
ſtead of God and Chriſt to men, tis promoting 
God's gl „ and the intereſts of Chriſt's king- 
dom, tis doing what all who are thus benefited 
will eſteem and love you for, and may furniſh. 
many of them reaſons for bleſſing God on your 
account through all eternity. And who that is 
à chriſtian would not love to be thus employed? 
who that knows the ineſtimable value of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, would not be ambitious of 
ſpreading it, and glory in bring Fon inſtrument. 
of God's mercy, in preventing the deſtruction of 
one ſoul, for whom Chriſt died, for want of 
knowledge; and though all cannot be paſtors 
and teachers, yet all of you are capable of ſpread- 
ing the light of knowledge, by putting the means 
it into the hands of others; and a ſociety uni- 
ted for this purpoſe, is, in my judgment, much 
more capable of being extenſively uſeful this 
way, than any private perſon. can be; becauſe 
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need inſtruction as well as example; and though 
the means of knowledge, rhrough the abundant 
grace of God, are numerous in theſe kingdoms, 
yet many are deſtitute of them, and almoſt as 
intirely ignorant, as though the day ſpring from 
on high had never viſited them, and dwell in as. 
thick darkneſs, as though the ſtun of righteouf- 
neſs had never riſen on them, to purify and heal 
them. Bred up to poverty and labour, and roo 
frequently amongſt examples of ignorance, vice 
and folly, they have never underſtood the worth 
of knowledge, never had any thirſt and deſire 
after it, often ſlight all the publick means of it, 
have frequently nothing to ſpare of what they pur- 
chaſe by their dayly labour, to furniſh themſelves 
with more private helps; and if they could, 
know not what helps to chooſe, or how to fix on 
ſuch as are moſt ſuited to their circumſtances, and 
beſt adapted to promote in them that knowledge 
which they want. The care therefore of fur- 
niſhing them with thefe helps is properly the pro- 
vince of others, that are wiſer and more experi- 
enced, who know ſomething of books, and ſuch 
as are fit to be put into their hands. The Bible 
ſtands at the head of all others, and is fit to be 
entruſted with every one, who is capable of read- 
ing; and all others are of no value, any farther 
than as they tend to render the knowledge of the 
bible more eaſy, and to explain and enforce the 
neceſſary truths of it. Theſe therefore ſhould be 
always plain, and generally ſhort z books, not 
of controverſy, but of a quite ſerious turn, and 
calculated as far as poſſibly can be to inform them 
in things level to their capacities, that may moſt 
effectually conduce to promote the real power and 
life of godlineſs, to convince them of their fins, 
to ſhew them their need of a Saviour, to awaken 
them to take refuge in his power and grace; 
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© Grender chem uſeful in their ſtations, induſtrious 


ſubjects, firm 


Profeſtants upon principle, and diligent in the uſe 


all appainted means, for the improvement. of 


their minds, and more effectually ſecuring their 


aaa... 5 
- The worthy. ſociety, who have called me to 
this ſervice, are united for the more effectual and 
extenſive diſtribution of theſe kinds of books 
and. the charity is., truly chriſtian and laudible, 
and the ſcheme they have formed, well adapted 
to promote very uſeful and valuable purpoſes. 
The ſpreading of divine knowledge, the bring- 
ing men to an acquaintance with and reyerence 
for God, the promoting in them the love of and 
ſubjection to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the render- 
ing them good and uſeful in their ſtations, and 
the making them wife to ſalvation; is a moſt 
excellent deſign and attempt, tis being in the 
ſtead of God and Chriſt to men, tis promoting 
God's glory, and the intereſts of Chriſt's king 
dom, tis doing what all who are thus benefited 
will eſteem and love you for, and may furniſh 


many of them reaſons for bleſſing God on your 


account through all eternity. And who that is 
à chriſtian would nat love to be thus employed? 
who that knows the ineſtimable value of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, would not be ambitious of 
ſpreading it, and glory in being the inſtrument. 
of God's mercy, in preventing the deſtruction of 
one ſoul, for whom Chriſt died, for want of 
knowledge; and though all cannot be paſtors 
and teachers, yet all of you are capable of ſpread- 
ing the light of knowledge, by putting the means 

it into the hands of others; and a ſociety uni- 
ted for this purpoſe, is, in my judgment, much 
more capable of being extenſively uſeful this 
way, than any private ns can be; becauſe 
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much larger ſupplies may be expected from a ſo- 

ciety and their intereſt, than what private perſons 
can generally afford, their correſpondence is lar- 
r, and they are therefore much more likely to 
how how theſe kind of books may be moſt pro- 
perly diſtributed ; and what is worthy conſidera- 
tion, ſuch a diſtribution becomes, not a caſual 
accidental thing, but a proper buſineſs,” and 
even neceſſary duty, by the managers of the ſo- 
ciety. And *tis the conſtant attention to any 
good ſervice, that is the proper way to render it 
really and extenſively uſeful. . 
It therefore gave me great pleaſure when firſt I 
heard of ſuch a ſociety's being formed, as the 
deſign of it is intrinſically good, and as it ſtands | 
in a noble oppoſition to thoſe ſocieties and clubs, | 
that aſſociate to promote infidelity and vice, ot 
meet to carry on unprofitable and dangerous diſ- 
utations. I liked it the better, as I found it ge- 
nerally compoſed of younger perſons, and was \ 
thankful to God, who directed them into the de- l 
Dgn, and put it into their hearts, at an age. of 0 
E 
1 


pleaſure and diverſion, to be not only careful of 
their own happineſs, but generouſly ſolicitous for 

the ſalvation of others. And J alſo further high - b 

ly approved it, as it was formed upon an healing e 
catholick plan, in which all our denominations bo 

are united, all of them agreeing to diſtribute C 

the beſt of all books, the bible as their principal 

one, and ſuch others only as all of them can 

unite and. center in. The rules of the ſociety are 

in general well choſen and prudent, the manage- 

ment hath been faithful ok careful, and carried 

on with great candour and mutual harmony. 

Their encouragement hath been conſiderable, and 

they with pleaſure and gratitude to God acknow- 

ledge their ſucceſs, and aſk now for the farther 

r Ii of this aſſembly, only to gratify a ge- 
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nerous paſſion, of making many others acquaint- = 
ed with the truths they themſelves believe, help- 
ing them to practiſe thoſe duties, which by the 


grace of God they are determined ſteadily to 
perform, and aſſiſting them in working out that 
ſalvation, which is the object of their own deſire 
and hope. Help them therefore to execute ſo 


kind a view, and ſtrengthen their hearts and their 


hands in ſo generous a work. The light of that 
ſacred knowledge which you, and this ſociety, 
are the inſtruments of ſpreading, will chear your 
own hearts, and warm them with the ſincereſt 
pleaſure. Expences this way will all ſit well upon 
reflection, and in the moſt ſerious moments of 
our- lives never be regretted. Only be careful, 
that whilſt you are endeavouring to convey light 
to others, you walk as children of the light your- 
ſelves. Let your examples ſhine,. and adorn the 
doctrine of God your Saviour, that doctrine 
which is according to godlineſs, by an exempl 

undiſſembled deck Ly by all the genuine wart 
of real righteouſneſs. And may the God of grace 
proſper your deſign, by your means manifeſt the 
ſavour of his knowledge in many places, that 
being ſaved yourſelves, you may be the honour- 


ed happy in ſtruments of faving others, and you 


and they f 


ally rejoice together in the day of 
Chriſt, | FR F 
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